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school in Illinois to offer the International
Baccalaureate program;

Whereas Lincoln Park High School has
been a racially integrated institution
throughout its 100-year history;

Whereas Lincoln Park High School has
provided stability to the community in
times of need, through World War I, the
Great Depression, World War II, the Korean
conflict, the civil rights struggle, and the
Vietnam era; and

Whereas Lincoln Park High School is con-
sistently among the top public high schools
in both test scores and other measures of
academic achievement: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—
(1) recognizes Lincoln Park High School

for its educational excellence;
(2) congratulates the faculty and staff of

Lincoln Park High School for their efforts;
and

(3) encourages the faculty, staff, and stu-
dents of Lincoln Park High School to con-
tinue their good work into the next millen-
nium.

SEC. 2. The Secretary of the Senate shall
transmit a copy of this resolution to the
principal of Lincoln Park High School.

∑ Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I rise
today to submit a resolution honoring
the academic achievements and excel-
lence of Lincoln Park High School in
Chicago, Illinois, which is celebrating
its 100th anniversary this year.

Educating America’s youth is a dif-
ficult and often overlooked task. For
the students of today to become the
leaders of tommorrow, education is
critical. It is the foundation on which a
student builds his or her future. With
our ever changing world, education is
the key that unlocks the door of oppor-
tunity. Therefore, it is an honor to ac-
knowledge this institution for its great
service over the last century.

Since 1899, Lincoln Park High School
has been an educational leader in Chi-
cago, maintaining a standard of excel-
lence that should be looked upon as a
model. Furthermore, Lincoln Park
High School has been consistently
among the top public high schools in
test scores and other measures of
achievement, and has been racially in-
tegrated throughout its history.

I am pleased to be joined today by
my colleague from Illinois, Senator
PETER FITZGERALD, in presenting this
resolution recognizing Lincoln Park
High School as a model for educational
institutions throughout the United
States.∑
∑ Mr. FITZGERALD. Mr. President, It
is my pleasure to recognize an out-
standing public high school in my
home state of illinois. I, along with
Senator DICK DURBIN, want to con-
gratulate Lincoln Park High School, a
public high school in Chicago, Illinois,
on its 100th anniversary this year.

Throughout its history, Lincoln Park
High School has been a model for other
public schools in its single minded pur-
suit of excellence. I’d like to share with
you some of the history of this terrific
school. Lincoln Park is the oldest con-
tinually-used public high school in the
Chicago Public School system. Since
its opening in 1899, more than 100,000
students have passed through the doors
of Lincoln Park High and benefitted

from the classes and extracurricular
activities offered. Additionally, Lin-
coln Park High has created an atmos-
phere of academic excellence and pro-
duced many Illinois State Scholars and
National Merit Scholars. It is ranked
consistently among the top high
schools in test scores and other meas-
ures of academic achievement. The
school’s strive to excel is readily ap-
parent with the establishment of rig-
orous academic programs such as the
‘‘Access to Excellence’’ magnet pro-
gram and the International Bacca-
laureate Program, a program available
only in selected schools. The out-
standing academic success of Lincoln
Park High School prompted President
Ronald Reagan to praise the school
publicly in 1984.

Mr. President, I am pleased to intro-
duce this resolution with my colleague,
Senator DURBIN, and congratulate the
faculty, staff and students who attend
Lincoln Park High School on their
100th anniversary. They should be very
proud of this tremendous accomplish-
ment.∑
f

SENATE RESOLUTION 94—COM-
MENDING THE EFFORTS OF THE
REVEREND JESSE JACKSON TO
SECURE THE RELEASE OF THE
SOLDIERS HELD BY THE FED-
ERAL REPUBLIC OF YUGOSLAVIA

Mr. BYRD (for himself and Mr.
GRAMM) submitted the following reso-
lution; which was ordered held at the
desk until the close of business on May
4, 1999:

S. RES. 94
Whereas on March 31, 1999, Staff Sergeant

Andrew A. Ramirez, Staff Sergeant Chris-
topher J. Stone, and Specialist Steven M.
Gonzales were taken prisoner by the armed
forces of the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia
while on patrol along the Macedonia-Yugo-
slav border;

Whereas Sergeant Ramirez, Sergeant
Stone, and Specialist Gonzales conducted
themselves throughout their ordeal with dig-
nity, patriotism, and faith;

Whereas the Reverend Jesse Jackson led a
delegation of religious leaders to the Federal
Republic of Yugoslavia that succeeded in ne-
gotiating the release of Sergeant Ramirez,
Sergeant Stone, and Specialist Gonzales; and

Whereas the Reverend Jesse Jackson has
previously succeeded in securing the release
of hostages held in Syria, Cuba, and Iraq:
Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That—
(1) the Senate commends the Reverend

Jesse Jackson for his successful efforts in se-
curing the release of Sergeant Ramirez, Ser-
geant Stone, and Specialist Gonzales, and for
his leadership and actions arising from his
deep faith in God; and

(2) the Senate joins the families of Ser-
geant Ramirez, Sergeant Stone, and Spe-
cialist Gonzales in expressing relief and joy
at their safe release.

f

SENATE RESOLUTION 95—DESIG-
NATING AUGUST 16, 1999, AS ‘‘NA-
TIONAL AIRBORNE DAY’’

Mr. THURMOND submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was referred
to the Committee on the Judiciary:

S. RES. 95
Whereas the Parachute Test Platoon was

authorized by the War Department on June
25, 1940, to experiment with the potential use
of airborne troops;

Whereas the Parachute Test Platoon was
composed of 48 volunteers that began train-
ing in July, 1940;

Whereas the Parachute Test Platoon per-
formed the first official Army parachute
jump on August 16, 1940;

Whereas the success of the Parachute Test
Platoon led to the formation of a large and
successful airborne contingent serving from
World War II until the present;

Whereas the 11th, 13th, 17th, 82nd, and 101st
Airborne Divisions and the numerous other
regimental and battalion-sized airborne
units were organized following the success of
the Parachute Test Platoon;

Whereas the 501 Parachute Battalion par-
ticipated successfully and valiantly in
achieving victory in World War II;

Whereas the airborne achievements during
World War II provided the basis for con-
tinuing the development of a diversified
force of parachute and air assault troops;

Whereas paratroopers, glidermen, and air
assault troops of the United States were and
are proud members of the world’s most ex-
clusive and honorable fraternity, have
earned and wear the ‘‘Silver Wings of Cour-
age’’, have participated in a total of 93 com-
bat jumps, and have distinguished them-
selves in battle by earning 68 Congressional
medals of Honor, the highest military deco-
ration of the United States, and hundreds of
Distinguished Service Crosses and Silver
Stars;

Whereas these airborne forces have per-
formed in important military and peace-
keeping operations, wherever needed, in
World War II, Korea, Vietnam, Lebanon,
Sinai, the Dominican Republic, Panama, So-
malia, Haiti, and Bosnia; and

Whereas the Senate joins together with the
airborne community to celebrate August 16,
1999, as ‘‘National Airborne Day’’: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—
(1) designates August 16, 1999, as ‘‘National

Airborne Day’’; and
(2) requests that the President issue a

proclamation calling on Federal, State, and
local administrators and the people of the
United States to observe the day with appro-
priate programs, ceremonies, and activities.

Mr. THURMOND. Mr. President, I am
pleased to submit today a Senate reso-
lution proclaiming August 16, 1999 as
‘‘National Airborne Day.’’

On June 25, 1940, the War Department
authorized the Parachusete Test Pla-
toon to experiment with the potential
use of airborne troops. The Parachute
Test Platoon, which was composed of
48 volunteers, performed the first offi-
cial army parachute jump on August
16, 1940. The success of the Platoon led
to the formation of a large and success-
ful airborne contingent that has served
from World War Two unto the present.

The 82d Airborne Division was the
first airborne division to be organized.
In a two-year period during World War
Two, the regiments of the 82d served in
Italy at Anzio, in France at Normandy,
where I landed with them, and at the
Battle of the Bulge.

Other units were subsequently orga-
nized, including the 101st Airborne, and
since their formation airborne forces
have defended American interests all
over the world. They have seen action
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